Report of the Tenth China Functional Linguistics Conference
The Tenth National Functional Linguistics Conference was held at Jiangxi Normal University at Nanchang, Jiangxi Province of China, from April 12th to 14th. The theme of the conference is Functional Linguistics as Appliable Linguistics, including discussions on Appliable Linguistics, Functional Linguistics and Translation, Functional Linguistics and Language Education, and Functional Linguistics and Discourse Analysis. The organizing committee received about 140 papers and more than 170 scholars and students attended the conference. International scholars Ruquaiya Hasan of Macquarie University, Jim Martin of University of Sydney and Russell Tomlin of University of Oregon were also present.

The focus of the conference was on the “appliability” of functional linguistics advanced by Halliday. It concerns the implication of Appliable Linguistics, the investigation on the history of language as semiotic from the functional perspective , the theoretical rationality of systemic functional linguistics as a school of general linguistics，an observation of the knowledge structure and appraisal theory as well as their applications, a profound study of the theories and analyses of discourses of various types from both the functional and the cognitive perspectives, and studies of functional linguistics applied in education and translation. Such understanding of Appliable Linguistics by the conference participants has not only enhanced the interpretation of the essence of functional linguistics but also pointed out the orientation for the present and the future research work in China. We believe that a rational planning based on the consideration of the features of functional linguistics will play an important role in maintaining the life of this linguistic school.

Chinese and English are the working languages of the conference. Ruqaiya Hasan, Hu Zhuanglin, Pan Wenguo, Russell Tomlin and Jim Martin made plenary speeches. Other speakers presented their papers at four sessions, which witnessed the exchanges of views among the elderly, the middle aged and the young scholars so that there appeared an active and vigorous atmosphere during the conference. 

In order to further promote the research and development of functional linguistics, China Functional Linguistics Association decided at the Tenth National Discourse Analysis Conference held last October to set up a system of evaluating and selecting excellent papers. At this conference 18 papers were finally selected. During this conference, the Association also announced additions of new members into its standing committee and executive committee.

Besides, China Discourse Analysis Association was officially founded with Pan Wenguo as its Chairman and Hu zhuanglin and Ren Shaozeng as its honorary Chairmen. 

The association and all participants highly appreciated the preparation work made by the Jiangxi Normal University, which was essential for the success of this conference. The conference also expressed gratitude to the representatives of the Publishing House of High Education, Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press, Foreign Language Teaching Press, and World Book Publishing Company for their financial support. 

The Executive Committee decided to hold The Eleventh Discourse Analysis Conference at Xiamen University at Xiamen, Fujian Province, in October 2008 (Xiamen University is known to have the most beautiful campus in China), and the Eleventh China Functional Linguistics Conference together with the 36th ISFC at Tsinghua University in Beijing in June or July 2009.
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